Thank You, Parents, For Your
Support During Remote Learning

From Our Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Tonya Williams

LPA administrators, faculty and staff would like to express our sincerest appreciation to our parents,
guardians, and students for your incredible patience and flexibility during this unprecedented school year.
We understand the enormous responsibility and challenges that Remote Learning placed on parents,
guardians, and students as you had to create time, space, routine, and support for learning at home. We
realize that all of our families may be experiencing a difficult time and that there are many other needs, in
addition to student learning, that are critical as we work through this crisis together.

We honor all of you and your patience and resilience, and the fortitude and determination you have
demonstrated.




Georgia voters can vote before Election Day.
The early voting period runs from Monday,
October 12, 2020 to Friday, October 30, 2020,
but dates and hours may vary based on where
you live.

It’s voting season.

LIKE YOUR LIFE
DEPENDS ON IT

VOTEe 2 nbcnews.com/planyourvote

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/vot
er-registration-elections/voter-infor
mation
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KEEPING KIDS
MOTIVATED FOR

VIRTUAL LEARNING

How do we best help our kids mal_<e the most of these virtual learni

experiences?

ng







Being a positive encourager is possibly the
most important role for the parent in a virtual
school setting.

Research suggests that some types of

parental participation have a greater impact on
children’s academic achievement than others.
One analysis showed that
schoolchildren benefit from discussions about
learning and school-related issues with their
parents and from joint readings.




Parents Are Key to Virtual Learning
Success

- Because of the increased autonomy and self-motivation required to be successful in
an virtual learning environment, parent involvement 1s generally a key indicator of a
successful virtual school experience.

- Studies show that there is a direct positive correlation between parent involvement
and student success. This could probably be said for both face to face courses and
virtual courses, but the connection to virtual classes 1s very clear.

- Simply put, virtual school works better when parents take an active role in their
child’s education.

- The term “engagement” refers to the amount and quality of time students
spend on virtual learning activities.




Daily/Weekly Monitoring

 Daily and/or weekly monitoring should be a priority. Daily checking on the
progress of your child, especially at the beginning of their virtual school experience,
1s critical. As students become more comfortable and self-motivated with online
courses, this monitoring can decrease.

« Check the number of assignments that are getting completed, check for student
understanding, and affirm on-task behavior (as opposed to lots of time spent playing
online games, browsing social networking sites, etc.).

- Provide immediate positive feedback. Something as simple as putting a
check mark, star, or sticker on the work assignment can go a long way in
helping to motivate your child.




Encourage and Motivate

- Praise your child’s successes.

- Surround them with examples of the positive things they are
accomplishing.

- Be encouraging without giving answers away when helping your
child understand a concept or complete assignments.

- Contact the teacher and request additional assistance 1f something
becomes too difficult or your child does not seem to understand.

- Continue to be positive and encouraging with your child.




3 Tips to Help Your Child Focus and
Stay Engaged During Virtual Learning

- Understand the expectation for - Encourage movement. Kids need
distance learning. How much to move their bodies frequently
time should students spend online throughout the day. Allow time for
for learning purposes? exercise before your child is

expected to focus on a distance

- Determine what type of activities learning task

work best for your child. Does

your child work better with - Reduce distractions. Where

Synchronous activities where they possible, reduce distractions when

respond to a live instructor, or in your child is completing

person sitting one-on-one with schoolwork. This includes noise as

you? What learning platforms well as visual noise or clutter. A

seems to engage your child more designated workspace that is

than others? comfortable for your child will be
helpful.




3 Tips to Help Your Child Focus and
Stay Engaged During Virtual Learning

- Adjust your schedule as - Give your child (and yourself) a
needed. Consider working with break. /t’s okay to stop the activity
your child on those activities or and give them a break and to slow
subjects that are more difficult down the pace, which means
during the times of day when your giving your child time to think and

child is most alert and engaged. process information while
Learning material that is easier for participating in segments of

a child, and therefore moved learning one at a time rather than
through more quickly, can be trying to tackle a whole lesson in
completed at a different time (such one sitting.

as in the afternoon or even another L . .
day). - Provide immediate positive

feedback. Don’t forget to celebrate
- Use a checklist for focus. A yourself, as you are playing such
basic visual checklist of tasks an important role to help your child
needed for a particular activity will learn and grow.
be helpful.




What Should Parents
Do?

« Model Hard Work and Persistence
- Get to Know the Online Learning Platforms

- Stay in Communication with Your Student’s
Teachers

- Stay positive—even through technical difficulties

- Help kids stay in touch with their friends
- Be flexible
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